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GOP PLANS 


Mnuchins tax claims challenged 


By Randy Ludlow a Republican tax-cut plan, the nonpartisan Congres- “pay as you go” law or takes 
The Columbus Dispatch Treasury Secretary Steven sional Budget Office said other action. The budget 
Mnuchin replied Tuesday in Medicare cuts probably office found that $136 billion 
When asked if cuts to enti- Columbus: “I don’t antici- would be needed because in automatic budget cuts 
tlements such as Medicare pate that to be the case.” of the tax revamp unless 


are needed to help pay for 


But a few hours later, 


Congress waives the 2010 
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Sessions on the spot 
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Attorney General Jeff Sessions testifies Tuesday during a House Judiciary Committee hearing, dominated by questions about possible Russian 


links to the Trump campaign. [CAROLYN KASTER/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


AG blames memory lapses, not deceit, for shifting Russian remarks 


By Matt Zapotosky and Sari Horwitz 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions said Tuesday 
that he has “always told the truth” in 
describing his knowledge of Trump 
campaign contacts with Russians, 
although he acknowledged that he 
now recalls a 2016 interaction witha 


lower-level adviser to Donald Trump 
who said he told Sessions about 
contacts who could help arrange a 
meeting between Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

When asked previously about 
whether he thought that surro- 
gates from the Trump campaign had 
communications with the Russians, 
Sessions said, “I did not, and I’m not 


aware of anyone else that did, and I 
don’t believe it happened.” 
Tuesday, speaking before the 
House Judiciary Committee, Ses- 
sions said he recalled a March 2016 
meeting with George Papadopoulos, 
one of the Trump campaign’s for- 
eign policy advisers. Papadopoulos, 
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Ginther’s 
budget up 
about 3.7% 


By Rick Rouan 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Columbus Mayor Andrew J. 
Ginther rolled out a spending 
plan Tuesday that includes 
money to hire more firefight - 
ers, change police tactics and 
help people who are addicted 
to opiates in 2018. 

The $890.6 million general 
fund budget proposal is about 
3-7 percent more than the city 
expects to spend this year. 

Ginther’s second budget 
as mayor is largely a con- 
tinuation of last year’s. 
Income-tax collections, 
the city’s largest revenue 
source, are projected to end 
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IMMIGRATION 
Refugees family 
stuck in Kenya, 
so he is suing 


By Danae King 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Afkab Mohamed Hussein’s 
wife tells him his 2-year-old 
son is a “smart and naughty” 
toddler, but Hussein has 
never held him in his arms. 

The Somalirefugee hasn’t 
been able to play with his son, 
Abdullahi Afkab Mohamed, 
and he hasn’t seen his wife, 
Rhodo Hassan Abdirahman, 
in more than two years. 
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